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BOMARC Missile Base, Old Country Road, WH 900-331-1-1

In the mid-1950s, the United States Air Force purchased 186 acres north of Old Country Road
that up to that time had been the Strebel’s Dairy Farm. The site became the 1st BOMARC
Missile Interceptor Station protecting New York City from possible enemy attack from Russian
forces during the Cold War days. From the end of World War II into the early 1980s, Long
Island was on the front lines of the Cold War. It played a pivotal role in shielding the northeast
states, particularly the New York metropolitan area, from nuclear attack. Some installations
were 1solated; others were practically in the backyards of suburbia. Many Long Islanders may
remember a strong military presence, but are surprised to learn that from 1959 to 1964 the 6*
Air Defense Missile Squadron was housed here in Westhampton with nuclear missiles poised to
strike. Each missile was tipped with a 10 kiloton nuclear warhead. During its period of opera-
tion, there were 56 missile launch shelters, each housed a BOMARC A missile armed and ready
to fire at a moments notice. BOMARC A MISSILES were 46ft long liquid fueled surface to air
ramjet missiles designed for surface to air defense. The missiles had a range of over 250 miles
and were designed to take out a squadron of Russian bombers. Additional missiles were also
housed on the site and were “rotated” in and out of the shelters. In 1964, the BOMARC A
program at Westhampton was cancelled and the missiles were removed from the site. The
Bomarc Property was transferred to Suffolk County after the base was decommissioned in
1969. Today, it is used for various law enforcement purposes, an auto impound yard and records
storage for the County Clerk. The 56 vacant missile launch shelters still stand minus the armed
missiles, although no public access to the site is permitted.

Long Island Motorsports, 102 Old Country Road, WH 900-329-1-12.2

The 62-acre Long Island Motorsports Park (a.k.a Westhampton Dragstrip) is located adjacent
to the Bomarc Site. This auto racing enterprise was established in 1950s when the area was
considered a remote wilderness area. The complex is made up of a quarter-mile asphalt drag
strip and a quarter-mile oval track which has been used in recent years as a racing cart track.
The 60+-acre site has been re-zoned to allow a high-end 189-unit senior housing planned
development as an adaptive reuse of highly disturbed property.

“The Water Hole”, 109 Old Country Road, WH 900-353-1-86
Several mining sites exist in the area, including one that hit groundwater and became a manmade
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Daniel Cook House, 27 Station Road, WH 900-355-2-5.1

This house was originally built by the Cook Family on Cook’s Pond in the 1930s. It was moved
to 27 Station Road in the 1980s to make way for the Beaver Lake Condominiums.

Stationmaster’s House, 61 Station Road, WH 900-355-2-18.7

The small residence on the back of this property, close to the railroad tracks, was built shortly
after the Sag Harbor Branch of the Long Island Railroad was completed in 1870. It is known to
some locals as the “Stationmaster’s House.”

Original Westhampton Train Station and depot platform

Westhampton Train Station, 63 Station Road, WH 900-355-2-19

When the Long Island Railroad extended its branch from Manor (Manorville) to Sag Harbor in
1870, they built a small depot building and platform for loading and unloading. In 1879, in
order to accomodate the increasing number of summer visitors, a new train station was built on
the site of the old one. The station built in 1879, is the one being used today.

GABRESKI AIRPORT

64

Gabreski Airport, 214 Westhampton Riverhead Road, WH 900-312-1-4.2

In 1943, the Federal government built the air base for use as U. S. Army Air Corps base and
gunnery range during World War IL. Located just to the northwest of the base (now the Pine
Barrens), are outlines of a destroyer, an aircraft carrier and a railway line made out of white
rocks that were used as target practice for fighter training at the base. The remains of these
targets can still be seen from the air although the growth of the scrub pines obscures much of
the view. Fighter planes would take off from the base and fly to the northwest and shoot
machine guns and drop bombs on these targets. The targets extended as far west as the Speonk
Riverhead Road and nearly as far north as present day County Road 51. After the war, the base
was given to Suffolk County. In 1951, it was reclaimed for the Korean War National Emer-
gency. In the early 1950s the base became the prime Air Defense Command base responsible
for defending the New York metropolitan area against hostile air attack. In the 1950s, there
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was a real threat from the Soviet Union. Bomber interception by fighter planes based and flown
from Suffolk County Air Base and later the ground-to-air missile operations from the BOMARC
site off Old Country Road in Westhampton were important to the defense of the New York
Metropolitan area . In 1957, homes were built to the west of the base for housing. In 1960, it
was leased by the U.S. Air Force for an Air Defense Command Base, deactivated in 1969, then
released back to Suffolk County in 1970. The airport was renamed in 1991 in honor of Col.
Francis S. Gabreski, a former base commander and World War II air ace.

HURRICANE OF 1938

The history of Westhampton and Westhampton Beach is interesting but would not be complete
without a recap of the historic event of the 1938 hurricane. The Westhampton area, with
twenty-nine dead and four missing a month later, with at least 150 houses destroyed and a
property loss of $2 Million, was the worst hit of all Long Island communities. A mile inland, the
storm surge had caused over six feet of water to flood Main Street in Westhampton Beach. All
waterways and canals rose to unbelievable heights. Waves broke in Beaver Dam Creek, rose
over Montauk Highway in Westhampton and flooded “Cooks Pond” blocking all traffic.

Two Long Island Railroad trains were derailed by the hurricane in Westhampton. Farms
south of Montauk Highway were devastated and the debris from oceanfront homes littered the
bay and creeks and the downtown Westhampton Beach Village area. Salt marshes were inun-
dated with tons of overwash (sand brought over the dune into marshland areas) that prevented
marsh grasses from growing back and effectively decreased the area of the salt marsh for years.
Tree damage was extensive throughout the area. Salt spray from windblown seawater and mixed
rainwater also had the effect of browning the trees that did survive. Weeks later, these trees
also died. :

The tremendous storm surge cut twelve new inlets, including the Shinnecock Inlet.
All other inlets were later filled in with the wreckage of the storm, especially the defunct
automobiles, as well-as with tons of sand brought in by the United States Army Corps of
Engineers and the Work Progress Administration of the Federal Government. The Westhampton
area was a disaster area and martial law was in effect to address looting. Following the hurri-
cane, the Westhampton area was without electricity or water supply for over two weeks.

One positive economic outcome of the 1938 hurricane was that it effectively ended the
unemployment experienced at the end of the Great Depression. At that time, most people
throughout Long Island and the New York Metropolitan Area were out of work and would
gladly work for the standard wage of $2 per day. Because so much damage had occurred to
houses and buildings and so many trees were blocking roadways, thousands of people flooded
to Long Island in search of clean-up work and repair. It took decades to rebuild and regain
economic prosperity to the area.

According to Harold Raynor in a recount of his experience of the 1938 Hurricane:

“The city people began building again, but to start with, further back from the dunes.....Jt made work for
the locals. The lifeblood of the area’s summer people was the beach, and it was in tatters. Inlets had been
cut through the ocean to the beach in four places.... Two closed themselves with tides and wreckage..... Wegot
through it andwill always rememberit.”

Page 44



SUNRISE WILDFIRES OF 1995

Another historic event that occurred in the Westhampton area was the “Sunrise Wildfires of
1995.” The Sunrise Fire, named for the highway it jumped during its four-day rampage,
blackened 5,500 acres of Pine Barrens, but there were no deaths and only one home
was destroyed. Over 3,000 volunteer firefighters battled the blaze from departments on Long
Island and New York City. Westhampton Riverhead Road (CR 31) has now been dedicated by
Suffolk County as “Volunteers Way” as a remembrance of the Sunrise Wildfires of 1995 and
the thousands of volunteers and support personnel from the 192 fire departments and EMS
agencies in Suffolk and Nassau Counties who courageously and heroically battled the
devastating blaze. '

Firefighters battle the Wildfires of 1995 along Sunrise Highway
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